
From Sepang to Istanbul: F1 Circuits 
That Should Make a Return to the 
Formula 1 Calendar 
 

Formula 1 is constantly evolving, with new venues joining the calendar and classic tracks 
fading into history. While modern circuits offer state-of-the-art facilities and global expansion, 
many fans and drivers continue to long for the return of legendary tracks that once defined 
the sport’s golden moments. From the flowing corners of Sepang in Malaysia to the dramatic 
elevation changes of Istanbul Park in Turkey, several former venues still hold a special 
place in F1 folklore. 

As the championship grows worldwide, revisiting some of these iconic circuits could bring 
back racing purity, strategic variety, and nostalgia that today’s ultra-modern layouts 
sometimes lack. 

 

Why Classic F1 Circuits Still Matter 
Formula 1 is not just about speed—it’s about history, character, and challenge. Traditional 
circuits often feature: 

●​ Natural elevation changes​
 

●​ Unique corner combinations​
 

●​ Demanding layouts that reward driver skill​
 

●​ Overtaking opportunities shaped by track design​
 

Many classic venues were carved into landscapes rather than built on flat ground, creating 
unforgettable racing and iconic moments. 

Reintroducing such tracks could enhance: 

●​ Race unpredictability​
 

●​ Fan engagement​
 



●​ Strategic diversity​
 

●​ Emotional connection to F1 heritage​
 

 

Sepang International Circuit – Malaysia 

A Fan Favorite with Technical Brilliance 

Sepang, home of the Malaysian Grand Prix, is widely regarded as one of Hermann Tilke’s 
finest designs. Its layout combines: 

●​ Long straights​
 

●​ Tight hairpins​
 

●​ Fast, flowing sections​
 

●​ Wide track width for overtaking​
 

The circuit tested both aerodynamics and driver precision, making it ideal for modern F1 
cars. 

Why It Should Return 

●​ Proven ability to host thrilling races​
 

●​ Strategic challenge with changing weather​
 

●​ Strong regional fan base in Southeast Asia​
 

●​ Modern facilities already in place​
 

Sepang’s tropical climate added unpredictability, often producing dramatic wet-to-dry races 
that pushed teams to their limits. 

 

Istanbul Park – Turkey 

Home of Legendary Turn 8 



Istanbul Park is best remembered for its iconic Turn 8, a high-speed, multi-apex corner that 
challenged drivers’ endurance and tire management. 

The track offers: 

●​ Elevation changes​
 

●​ Fast sweeping bends​
 

●​ Technical middle sector​
 

●​ Long straights for overtaking​
 

Why It Should Return 

●​ Unique layout unlike most modern tracks​
 

●​ Memorable racing moments​
 

●​ Strong driver praise​
 

●​ Strategic tire challenges​
 

Istanbul Park rewards bravery and consistency, qualities that define elite F1 drivers. 

 

Nürburgring – Germany 

The Spiritual Home of Motorsport 

While modern F1 raced on the shorter GP circuit, the Nürburgring still carries legendary 
status. Known for: 

●​ Cool and unpredictable weather​
 

●​ Technical corners​
 

●​ Demanding braking zones​
 

Why It Should Return 

●​ Deep historical connection to F1​
 



●​ Passionate German fanbase​
 

●​ Challenging layout that exposes car weaknesses​
 

●​ Classic European racing atmosphere​
 

A return to the Nürburgring would reconnect F1 with its roots in pure motorsport culture. 

 

Hockenheimring – Germany 

Slipstream Battles and Stadium Drama 

The Hockenheimring delivered memorable races with: 

●​ Long straights promoting slipstreaming​
 

●​ A tight stadium section full of atmosphere​
 

●​ Strategic overtaking opportunities​
 

Why It Should Return 

●​ Exciting race formats​
 

●​ Historic German Grand Prix legacy​
 

●​ Excellent spectator experience​
 

●​ Balanced mix of speed and technical sections​
 

Few venues match Hockenheim’s combination of speed and crowd engagement. 

 

Magny-Cours – France 

A Technical Test for Precision 

Often underrated, Magny-Cours offered: 

●​ A technical layout​
 



●​ Demanding chicanes​
 

●​ Emphasis on braking stability​
 

●​ Setup-sensitive sectors​
 

Why It Should Return 

●​ True driver and engineering test​
 

●​ Rich French motorsport heritage​
 

●​ Opportunities for strategic racing​
 

●​ Desire for a classic European circuit alongside modern venues​
 

Magny-Cours may not be flashy, but it challenges teams in subtle, meaningful ways. 

 

Portimão – Portugal 

Elevation and Flow in Modern Form 

Though relatively new, Portimão has already earned classic status thanks to: 

●​ Rollercoaster elevation changes​
 

●​ Blind crests​
 

●​ Fast-flowing corners​
 

●​ Visual drama for fans​
 

Why It Should Return 

●​ Exciting racing potential​
 

●​ Unique challenges for modern cars​
 

●​ Popular with drivers​
 

●​ Strong fan reception​
 



Portimão blends modern safety with old-school character. 

 

Imola – Italy (As a Permanent Fixture) 

Timeless and Emotional 

Imola’s narrow layout and flowing corners make it one of the most driver-focused circuits in 
F1. 

Why It Should Stay 

●​ Deep historical significance​
 

●​ Technical challenge​
 

●​ Strong fan culture​
 

●​ Strategic racing despite limited overtaking​
 

While already returning in recent seasons, many fans believe Imola deserves a permanent 
slot. 

 

Kyalami – South Africa 

Bringing F1 Back to Africa 

Kyalami is one of the few circuits capable of bringing Formula 1 back to Africa. 

Why It Should Return 

●​ Expands F1’s global reach​
 

●​ Rich motorsport heritage​
 

●​ Technical, flowing layout​
 

●​ Strong regional interest​
 

A return to Kyalami would mark a historic moment for the sport’s inclusivity. 

 



Why Fans Want These Circuits Back 
Modern F1 calendars emphasize: 

●​ New markets​
 

●​ City street circuits​
 

●​ Luxury destinations​
 

While expansion is important, many fans argue that: 

●​ Racing quality should remain central​
 

●​ Classic tracks offer better flow and challenge​
 

●​ Not every venue needs a street format​
 

●​ Balance between tradition and innovation is essential​
 

Classic circuits often prioritize racing over spectacle, something purists deeply value. 

 

Challenges to Bringing Back Classic Tracks 
Despite enthusiasm, several factors complicate returns: 

●​ Hosting fees​
 

●​ Infrastructure upgrades​
 

●​ Safety standards​
 

●​ Calendar congestion​
 

●​ Commercial priorities​
 

Even with fan demand, financial realities often decide which venues make the cut. 

 

What F1 Could Gain From Their Return 



Reintroducing iconic tracks could: 

●​ Improve racing variety​
 

●​ Reignite fan nostalgia​
 

●​ Challenge teams in new ways​
 

●​ Showcase driver skill over pure aerodynamics​
 

●​ Strengthen F1’s historical identity​
 

A balanced calendar with both modern venues and classics could deliver the best of both 
worlds. 

 

Frequently Asked Questions (AEO Optimization) 

Why did Sepang leave the F1 calendar? 

It was removed mainly due to financial and attendance challenges despite offering great 
racing. 

What makes Istanbul Park special? 

Its high-speed Turn 8 and elevation changes provide a unique challenge for drivers and tires. 

Are classic tracks safer for modern F1 cars? 

Many require upgrades, but several already meet or can meet modern safety standards. 

Will F1 bring back old circuits? 

It’s possible, especially for venues that can balance safety, finances, and fan demand. 

Which classic track do fans want most? 

Sepang, Istanbul Park, Nürburgring, and Kyalami consistently rank high among fan favorites. 
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