
Tragedy in Syria: Hundreds Gather to Mourn After Deadly 
Mosque Bombing in Homs 
 
 

HOMS, SYRIA — In the central Syrian city of Homs, a sense of shock and sorrow gripped 
residents after a devastating bombing inside a mosque left at least eight people dead and 18 
others wounded during Friday prayers. The explosion occurred at the Imam Ali ibn Abi Talib 
Mosque, located in the predominantly Alawite Wadi al‑Dhahab neighborhood, and has triggered 
an outpouring of grief as hundreds of mourners gathered to pay their respects and bury the 
victims.  

Tense Scenes and Mourning Processions 

Despite cold weather and light rain, hundreds of people assembled near the mosque on 
Saturday to honor those killed in the blast. The mourners, who included families of the victims, 
community members, and religious figures, stood shoulder to shoulder as sorrowful chants 
echoed through the streets. Many attendees were visibly shaken, holding umbrellas and 
covering their heads against the elements, but their resolve to pay tribute was evident. After 
prayers were offered outside the mosque’s cordoned‑off compound, funeral processions formed 
and wound through local streets before heading to cemeteries for burial.  

What Happened Inside the Mosque 

The bombing struck during Friday noon prayers—a time when worshippers gather in larger 
numbers—shattering the quiet routine of routine worship. According to preliminary reports, 
explosive devices were planted inside the mosque, detonating with deadly force amid 
congregants. The blast caused significant destruction within the prayer hall, leaving bloodstains 
on carpets, shattered glass and debris scattered across the site. Security forces quickly sealed 
the area as investigators began combing the scene for clues.  

Witnesses described chaotic and terrifying moments immediately after the explosion. Local 
resident Abu Ahmad (a pseudonym used for safety) recounted hearing a powerful blast that 
shook nearby homes and drew people running to the mosque in panic. “It was like the whole 
world exploded,” he said, recalling how he and neighbors rushed inside to help the wounded, 
amidst overturned benches and the cries of the injured. These emotional accounts painted a 
stark picture of how abruptly a sacred place of prayer turned into a scene of tragedy.  

Suspected Perpetrators and Claims of Responsibility 

A previously little‑known extremist faction calling itself Saraya Ansar al‑Sunna claimed 
responsibility for the attack via a message posted on its Telegram channel. In the statement, the 
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group suggested that the bombing was intended to target the Alawite sect, a minority branch 
of Shia Islam that hard‑line Islamist militants often label as heretical.  

The group’s rhetoric, as presented in the claim, reflects deepening sectarian tensions that have 
simmered in parts of Syria since the country’s civil conflict evolved following the fall of longtime 
ruler Bashar al‑Assad. Alawites, who have historically been a religious minority in Syria and 
whose community has been closely associated with the former regime, have frequently found 
themselves targeted by rival groups in the post‑Assad period.  

While Saraya Ansar al‑Sunna’s statement asserted responsibility, official Syrian authorities 
have not publicly identified or confirmed suspects beyond the group’s claim. Investigators 
continue to examine evidence and seek leads that could clarify who orchestrated the bombing 
and how the attack was carried out.  

Sectarian Violence and Broader Security Concerns 

This bombing is part of a disturbing pattern of sectarian violence that has plagued Syria in 
recent years. Even as large‑scale battles that marked earlier phases of the civil war have 
subsided, localized clashes and extremist attacks continue to destabilize many regions. In 
several incidents over the past year, diverse religious and ethnic communities have faced 
threats, attacks, or reprisals that undercut efforts toward national reconciliation.  

The targeting of a mosque in a community that has long sought stability and peace has reignited 
fears among residents that sectarian animosities could reignite broader tensions. The fact that 
worshippers from multiple sects have historically attended the mosque underscores its role as a 
spiritual hub that transcended strict sectarian boundaries—making the attack all the more jarring 
for those who recall the mosque as an inclusive place of worship.  

Community and National Leadership React 

As news of the bombing spread, local and national leaders expressed deep grief and 
condemnation. Community figures lamented the senseless loss of life in a house of worship and 
called for unity in the face of violence. Many mourners at the gatherings emphasized the 
importance of maintaining peace and solidarity across sectarian lines, even as they expressed 
anger and anguish over the brutal attack. 

Officials within the Syrian government reassured the public that security agencies were working 
diligently to identify and apprehend those responsible for the attack. Government statements 
described the bombing as a heinous act aimed at destabilizing the city and igniting broader 
societal discord. Authorities vowed to reinforce measures to protect religious sites and 
vulnerable communities amid persistent threats.  

International and Regional Response 
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The tragic bombing has also drawn attention from international actors monitoring the situation in 
Syria. Religious freedom advocates and human rights organizations issued statements 
condemning violence against places of worship and urging stronger protections for civilians. 
Some neighboring countries, mindful of the potential for sectarian spillover, reiterated their calls 
for peaceful resolution of disputes and greater cooperation to combat extremist groups. 

Regional forums and diplomatic networks reiterated their concern that attacks on religious 
institutions could inflame tensions beyond Syria’s borders, underscoring the need for sustained 
engagement and dialogue among communities in the Middle East. These reactions highlighted 
the broader implications of the attack, not just for Syria’s internal security, but also for the fragile 
balance of relationships within the region.  

A Community in Mourning 

As burials concluded and congregants returned home, the emotional toll of the attack remained 
palpable. Families of the deceased and injured grappled with their loss, while the broader 
community confronted the stark reality that violence can strike even in their most sacred spaces. 
For many in Homs, the bombing served as a painful reminder of the long road ahead toward 
healing and reconciliation in a country that has endured years of conflict and upheaval. 

Even in grief, however, the response of the mourners—standing together to honor the dead and 
support the living—reflected a resilience rooted in shared humanity and faith. Their actions sent 
a powerful message that, despite profound tragedy, the bonds of community endure 
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